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UPCOMING EVENTS AT CAMROSE
HERITAGE RAILWAY STATION

Acknowledgements

August 11 – Camrose Heritage Station
Garden Party (1 to 4 pm)
Be entertained by the amazing music by
the Station Swing Band in a beautiful garden
party atmosphere. Come dressed in garden
party attire if you wish or just a favourite
hat. Homemade pie and beverages available
to purchase.

Thank you to Larry Stone of Airdrie, AB, and Sandra Beaudoin of Hanna, AB,
for their kind cash donations to the society this spring.
Sincere thanks to our board of directors, society managing director, Norm Prestage,
and all the volunteers and summer students who are working hard to keep our sites
looking great and all our programs running successfully this season!

CANADIAN NORTHERN SOCIETY PROJECT LIST

August 25, 2018 – Last day of the regular
season for the Camrose Heritage Railway
Station and Park.
Enjoy the gardens and all exhibits with
family and friends on our last day of the
season. Bookings for workshops, retreats and
gatherings can be made in the off-season.

Are you looking for an interesting volunteer project? Rich Graydon, Big Valley
volunteer and director, is starting and maintaining a project list for those interested.
We have several projects planned for 2018-19, and would welcome interested
individuals to step forward!

November 2, 2018 – Opening of the White
Elephant Christmas Gift Shop Sale and Tea
Enjoy Christmas shopping from 10 am to
5 pm for unique items in our gift shop on
opening day. Enjoy tea and scones in our
beautiful seasonally decorated Station Tea
Room.

Meeting Creek:
• We are seeking an antique or replica style hand water pump to place in the
former cistern area between the main line and elevator track, just to the north
of the station. If anyone has or knows where we could find same—we need
to place this on a platform within the existing steel culvert structure where the
pump originally sat.
• Continuation of construction of snow fence on streetside south east of station.
• Continued odd jobs inside the station and elevator.

The White Elephant Christmas Shop will
be open every Friday from November 2
through December 1. Donations of gift
items are greatly accepted. Book the station’s
Tea Room for your private event or party.
December 1, 2017 – Annual Cookie Walk,
Tea and Christmas White Elephant Sale
(1 to 4:30 pm)
Within our beautiful seasonally decorated
Tea Room or King George Room, enjoy one
of our major fundraisers for the year.
Our volunteers bake batches of cookies
(including gluten free) and other items
including homemade carrot pudding and
loaves. Enjoy tea with seasonal homemade
desserts. Purchase special gifts in our
Station White Elephant Gift Shop.

Help us to increase our
followers and “Like” us on
Facebook!

Donalda Station:
• Train order signal is in the Smith garage in Camrose. It was rebuilt by Canadian
Northern Society volunteers in 2017 and needs to be re-installed. Northern
Plains Rail Services has graciously agreed to provide its car repair truck crane
to assist, however we need to schedule a volunteer date.
• Wooden window repair at Donalda station, replacing dry rot.
Warden Depot:
• Construction of new platform.
• Re-painting of register booth at Warden South.
Big Valley Station and Grounds:
• Install new painted back boards at Hall of Fame pavilion for relocation of some
interpretive signage and hall of fame inductee signs.
• The most dirty job of all: Basement vacuum out and clean up!
• Sort out—disposition of railway magazines etc., in engineering office, set up of
historical library and reading room on second floor of depot.
• Repairs and relocation of interpretive signage for ice house and freight shed.
If you are able to help out with any of our projects, please contact Rich Graydon
at 403-872-4454 or email to graydonrich@gmail.com.
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Through the use of a recommended contractor, Canadian
Northern Society had completed 95 % of the planned re-shingling of the Meeting Creek depot as of the first week in July. This
major project is expected to cost in the range of $30,000 so
thanks are due to Pat Edgerton, Camrose County, and the Alberta Historical Resources Foundation for funding part of this
program. If you are looking for a worthy cause to contribute to
– the Society continues to welcome cash donations. While there
remains some historical decorative capping that requires repair
and replacement, we were generally pleased with the workmanship and the depot looks excellent with new cedar shingles.
Thanks in part to a donation by Dominion Railway Services
we were able to acquire six spruce trees for the Meeting Creek
station grounds. These trees, now re-planted on the street side
of the depot have made a very pleasant addition to the landscaping around our heritage site. Big thanks to Dean and Lorrie
Tiegs, Alberta Prairie, and the Smith Family for the assistance
with watering the trees this summer.

We have also begun to repair the gazebo in the playground
area that was originally funded back in the 1990s when Alberta
Prairie excursions visited Meeting Creek. Thanks to our Maintenance Coordinator Doug Ezeard for leading these efforts that
will include re-leveling and re-painting.
We have donated the former wash house facility which has
been out of service for several years to the Village of Donalda.
It is to be removed by summer’s end. As we had been using this
facility for a storage shed—we replaced this with a new storage
shed located at the southeast corner of the station grounds.
Doug Ezeard and Gary Middleton have also continued to
progress the replacement of rotted windows in our 1917 Alberta
Pacific Grain Elevator driveway, and complete the paint finish
of the elevator to office walkway. The elevator needs constant
maintenance so this work is greatly appreciated.
We have had the depot open for Meeting Creek’s annual
sports day and Burnstad Family reunion, and when we have
volunteers on site. Visitors continue to drop in and marvel at
our century-old gem and piece of Canadian Northern Railway
history. Next featured opening day will be Prairie Fun Days on
Saturday, August 19.
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WARDEN THIRD STATION DEDICATION
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MEETING CREEK NEWS

Clear signal for Alberta Prairie Railway train No. 25 northbound at Warden on a beautiful May evening as it plies the
century-old Canadian Northern Railway Battle River Subdivision
sixty pound rails by the “third” Warden depot. Rich Graydon
Conductor, Kelly Gillespie Locomotive Engineer.
GMD1 1118 is passing the location of the former turnout for
the Brazeau extension—running 173 miles west to the foothills
of the Rocky Mountains, where coal was king until the 1950s.
With the passing of long-time railroader and society member
G.F. (Fred) Fowler last fall, it seemed fitting for the Canadian
Northern Society to dedicate its Warden depot project in Fred’s
memory. Having been agent at Warden from 1948 to 1953,
Fred always had fine memories of Warden, as outlined in our
Society’s collection of stories “Along These Lines.”
The Fowler and Melnychyn families were thrilled to hear of
this honour, and Fred will certainly be looking down, smiling at
our little project at Warden which is almost completed.
Thanks to Richard Graydon for planting the trees behind
the depot, to Northern Plains Rail Services for contributing
resources towards the placement of the train order signal which
will be an excellent educational resource, and to Shawn and
Liam Smith for keeping the grass and weeds around the building
cut down this summer.

Why is a baseball game a good place to go
on a hot day?
Because there are lots of fans.

CANADIAN NORTHERN GIFT ITEMS
We have a selection of designs and sizes of Canadian
Northern t-shirts and golf shirts as well as ball caps
available in our Camrose Station Gift Shop.
Come by for a visit this summer before the limited
quantities are sold. Great gift opportunities!

as well. Gary played the fireman (railway)
and also gave rides on our speeder. The
world of tea was explained by Ann Reitan
and Diana Nickel, and scones were
served, too. Presentations were made by
Kyle Hobbs of the Paintearth Mine and
Travis Culham of ATCO, enlightening a
rapt audience about the future of the
area after the changes in the power plant
that are coming. Bill Walker and Glenys
involved the audience in a coal mining
sing-along.

CAMROSE NEWS
We’ve had a good year so far in Camrose. Our school programmes have been
quite successful this spring with many
schools bringing their ECS students for
the ECS Express. Schools from as far away
as Stettler, Viking and New Sarepta came,
some for the first time. We held a Green
School for Killam Elementary, and our
Exploring the Land and Its History day in
Meeting Creek was a great success with
over 60 students from Our Lady of
Mount Pleasant attending. Our thanks to
all the volunteers who make these programmes possible in May and June. Our
summer students, Leah Marshall and
Logan Lessmeister, fit right in. We are
thankful to have them, as the funding
didn’t look promising at first.

None of this could have happened
without the background work (cooking,
organizing, set-up, serving) of Elizabeth
Bagdan, Gladys Kupka, Carol Rawson,
Carol Roy, Cheryl Prestage, Katie
Gagnon, Daniel Gagnon, Mae Uhrich,
Ted Rawson, and of course Leah, Logan
and Glenys. Sandra McLay and Peggy
Shuman did a wonderful job welcoming
visitors and interpreting the facility to
them.

In early July we held a week of Garden
Tours with Victorian Dessert. Those who
came were very pleased. The gardens
look very good in a trying spring, largely
due to the efforts of Ron Girard, Logan
and Leah, and of course our Glenys!
They’re beautiful right now as I write this.
And I might mention too that Glenys won
many prizes at the Camrose Rose and
Lily Show this past week.
Our feature day this summer was Coal
– the End of an Era, highlighting the
coal industry in central Alberta, largely
responsible for the arrival of Canadian
Northern in Camrose. It was a great success, in spite of nasty weather. We were
forced to move the activities scheduled
for outdoors into the Tea Room, but it
was pleasant and well-received. We had
many displays on coal thanks to Barb
McDonald, Gary Middleton, Dennis
Twomey and Jeff Strandquist. Dennis’
family had the first coal mine in Camrose,
and Jeff worked the mines for many
years. Diana Nickel and her sister told of
their experiences growing up on the Coal
Branch. Quilters from Camrose, Lesley
Stoddart and Louise Paull, gave demonstrations of quilting, a popular fireside
activity. Barb McDonald amused many
with demonstrations of finger knitting.
Jane Ross and others from ALL Alberta
recited poetry and involved the audience

We received excellent coverage of the
event from the Camrose Canadian. I’m
sad to report that the Canadian is closing
its doors in August after over a hundred
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years serving our community. I want to
thank Josh Aldrich for the wonderful
support he has been to the station during
my time here.
During our Coal day, we also ran an art
display and competition for the first time.
We didn’t know what to expect, but had
eight very nice submissions. We were
able to present three prizes to adult
entries, and a prize to the lone youth
entry, 13-year-old Sheila Lindberg. Most
of the works will continue on display for
the remainder of the season.
We still have a number of bookings
coming up, and August 4 is our next big
day, Friends of Thomas Day, aimed at
young fans of Thomas the Tank Engine.
Last year was very successful, and we
hope for the same response this year. We
will have games, crafts, face painting,
speeder rides and the Morgan Garden
Railway will be populated with Thomas,
Percy, James, the Troublesome Trucks and
Annie and Clarabelle.

Report continued on Page 4.
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Coal Day activities: 1. Gary Middleton as the Train Fireman for the day.
2. Glenys Smith having fun photo-bombing with Norm Prestage and Gary Middleton.
3. Glenys Smith won 14 firsts and a number of seconds in the Camrose Rose & Lily Show. Congratulations!
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The next weekend is the Annual Garden
Party, with tea and pies and the Station
Swingband.
The following weekend we will be in
Meeting Creek for Prairie Fun Days, this
year combined with Open Farm Days.
The station and elevator will be open for
tours and we will be serving pie and
coffee in the Community Centre. On that
same Saturday, the Camrose station will
be the site of a summer wedding! That
will pretty much wrap up the summer,
though our final weekend of the season
is the 25th.

Above: Quilting and photo below, finger knitting at the Camrose Station on the Coal Day Event.
Right: Just one of the many unique flower displays at the station.
Stop by this summer to enjoy all the beautiful gardens at the Camrose Heritage Railway Park.

It’s been a very good, but very busy
summer for us, and we have so many
dedicated volunteers to thank! And of
course, Logan and Leah, our wonderful
summer students!
~ Norm Prestage, Managing Director

HANNA RAILWAY STATION PARK
Thanks to Society director Sandra Beaudoin, a heritage park
site is being considered at the former depot site at Hanna. This
would be a fitting tribute not only to David Blyth Hanna, General
Manager of the Canadian Northern Railway, for which the community takes its name, but a memorial to the railroaders killed
in a snowplow collision just east of the depot in the late 1940s.
More to come as this project progresses. Of course, the former
Hanna depot has been relocated, “preserved,” and is now a
tourist information centre along Highway 9 in Hanna, east of the
roundhouse.
4 ~ www.canadiannorthern.ca

Hanna CNoR depot, May1981. Photo: © C. Bohi

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CANADIAN NORTHERN RAILWAY
From Canadian Railway and Marine World, August 1906.

I

n 1895 the charter was acquired of the
Lake Manitoba Ry. and Canal Co., and
in the following year was commenced
the construction of a railway from Gladstone, 100 miles were completed by the
autumn of 1896, and at once put into
operation.
In 1897 the operation of the line was
extended 25 miles to Lake Winnipegosis.
In 1898, under the charter of the
Manitoba and South-Eastern Ry. Co., a
commencement was made on the graincarrying trunk line from Winnipeg
towards Lake Superior, on which 45
miles of track were laid. At the Lake
Superior end the Port Arthur, Duluth and
Western Ry. Co.’s charter was purchased
and the rights of the Ontario and Rainy
River Ry. Co. acquired, and work commenced from 19 miles from Port Arthur
on the former line, under the charter of
the O. and R.R. Ry.
In 1899 the northern line was extended to 195 miles from Gladstone,
Man. This extension was built under the
charter rights of the Winnipeg Great
Northern Ry., and it was in this year that
this line and the L.M.R. and C. Co., were
amalgamated under the name of The
Canadian Northern Ry. Co. The other
companies were absorbed at later dates.
Before the close of the year the gap
between the rails on the Lake Superior
line had been considerably lessened. In
1900, the Manitoba and South-Eastern
Ry. was completed to Rainy River, Ont.,
where the construction of a large swing
steel bridge had to be undertaken. From
Dauphin, Man., westerly, the company
built 25 miles through the Gilbert Plains
and pushed the north line through the
northwest corner of Manitoba to some
20 miles west of the provincial boundary.
1901 was remarkable in the annals of
the company. Firstly, as the year in which
it took over from the Manitoba Government the railway lines of the Northern
Pacific and Manitoba Ry. This step
secured for the C.N.R. a main line
through the fertile Portage Plains to
within 19 miles of Gladstone, where the

The Alberta Express standing in the CNR depot, Lloydminster, Sask.

north line of the C.N.R. had been commenced, which link was completed
within the year. Branch lines to Brandon
and Hartney through unexcelled grain
areas, and a connection to the south
from Winnipeg to St. Paul and Minneapolis, were also obtained by this
acquisition, making an addition to the
company’s operative mileage of 350
miles. In addition to this mileage, a valuable terminal in the heart of Winnipeg
was obtained, which by its proximity to
the large tract of terminal property which
had already been acquired for the C.N.R.
became of much greater value. Secondly,
the year was notable as that in which was
completed the line between Winnipeg
and the Great Lakes port, Port Arthur.
The section from Fort Frances to Port
Arthur was not taken over by the operating department until early in 1902. The
C.N.R. had sprung into fourth place
among Canadian railways. In 1902 the
railway carried over 12,000,000 bushels
of grain to the lake front over its new line.
In 1903 the following additions were
made; Neepawa to McCreary Jct., 41
miles; Vassar cut off, 12 miles; Rossburn
branch, 20 miles; Carman branch, 20
miles.
In 1904 the operation of the main line
was extended to Kamsack, Sask., 71.3
miles. Much additional grading was done
and more track laid on the main line but
not taken over for operation until early
in 1905. The northern branch was
extended to Melfort, Sack., 107 miles
west of Erwood; and the Oak Point

branch of 34 miles was also turned over
to the operating department before the
close of the year.
1905 witnessed the completion of the
tracklaying of the main line to Edmonton,
Alta., from Kamsack, 546 miles. Branch
lines were also added in Manitoba as
follows: Arizona Jct. to Brandon, 77
miles; Greenway to Adelpha, 51 miles;
Clan William to Rossburn, 58 miles;
Brandon Jet. to Carberry Jct., 22 miles;
Hartney to Virden, 37 miles; also a line
to connect the Carman branch with the
Hartney branch, 15 miles.
1906 has already been marked by the
entrance of the line to Prince Albert, the
objective point of the northern line. This
added 16 miles to this branch. The above
mileage mentioned in particular makes
up the present system of the Canadian
Northern Ry. west of Lake Superior, and
the mileage now owned, operated or
leased is somewhat over 2,400 miles.
Though at present the C.N.R. has no
rail connection east of Port Arthur, independent of the C.P.R., plans have been
made to build from the present eastern
lake terminal around the north shore of
lake Superior to Sudbury. The James Bay
Ry., now under construction from Toronto
to Sudbury, 265 miles, is a kindred interest to the Canadian Northern. The James
Bay Ry. will be opened for traffic at an
early date from Toronto to Parry Sound,
150 miles. This line passes through the
Muskoka Lakes district, and will give to
many summer resorts in that locality a
service not hitherto possible. The section
www.canadiannorthern.ca ~ 5

from Parry Sound to Sudbury will be
ready for operation in 1907. The James
Bay Ry. has authority to build from the
Toronto-Sudbury line, near the French
River, to Ottawa, also from Toronto to
Ottawa. A link of 50 miles from Ottawa
to Hawkesbury will put these lines, when
built, in connection with Montreal and
Quebec by means of the Great Northern
Ry. of Canada. A controlling interest in the
latter railway, which now operates 250
miles, was acquired in 1903. An entrance
to Montreal was at once arranged by the
acquisition of the Chateauguay and
Northern Ry. An independent access to
the valuable terminal property held by
the Great Northern at Quebec was also
decided upon, which work is now under
way.
At present the company’s trains enter
Quebec over the Quebec and Lake St.
John Ry. There is now being built at Quebec a bridge across the St. Lawrence
River, which will have the largest single
cantilever span in the world. The charter
of the Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia Ry., in conjunction with the use of
this bridge, will permit a through connection being made to Nova Scotia, where
the same interests already control the
Halifax and South-Western Ry. Co.,
formed in 1901, which took over in 1903
the Central Railway from Lunenburg to
Middleton. Extensions were at that time
undertaken and the mileage further
increased by the purchase of the Coast
Railway, from Yarmouth to Barrington
Passage, 50 miles. Between the latter
point and Liverpool a connecting line is
nearly completed; a branch is also under
construction from Middleton to Victoria
Beach. These additions will make a total
of 370 miles. In Cape Breton the Inverness
Railway and Coal Company operates 61
miles from Port Tupper to Inverness,
where valuable bituminous coal deposits
are being mined.
With the connection of all these railways a vast system will have been built
up. Another great transcontinental route
will have been formed. Quietly but swiftly
each self-supporting link will be added to
the chain until the Atlantic is bound to the
Pacific by another band of steel.

BIG VALLEY HAPPENINGS
Things continue to look great at the station this summer under the stewardship of
Wayne and Phyllis Garrision. The yard looks wonderful and the station is in fine shape.
We’ve dealt with a number of issues around the station including having to cut down
some trees that were rotten or interfering with the power lines. Unfortunately, the big
trees in the yard are reaching their life span.The good news is that I’ve found a
replacement tree that will grow to look the same as what we have now. It is an Assiniboine poplar. It’s a tall, fast-growing tree that has a shapely oval form and dense foliage.
This hybrid poplar is a male clone and produces no fuzz or fluff. Assiniboine poplar
can handle tough conditions such as: urban pollution, environmental salt, drought,
poor soil, and even some standing water. I’m planning on planting some next spring.

Wayne Garrison has been busy cleaning up the area north of the station and has
hauled many loads of dead tree branches to the dump. Alberta Prairie Railway was
kind enough to loan us their one-ton dump truck and Wayne put it to good use. Thank
you Don Gillespie for your usual cooperation and help.
I’ve also been contending with a mysterious roof leak that led to tearing out part of
a wall and the discovery of an area in the station that hasn’t seen daylight in many
years. The leak has been located and I’m
working on repairs. See attached photo of
the space I found.
On July 21 the local Big Valley Artists
group held a Plein Air (Outdoor) Painting
Event. I volunteered our yard and facilities
to them. It was a great day for all involved
and they recognized us as a sponsor. I’m
always looking for ways to support the
community in Big Valley. Let me know if
you have any suggestions or ideas.
Alberta Prairie Railway Excursions run to
Big Valley until mid-October. If you haven’t
had a chance to take a journey into the
past, reserve your seats for a unique day of
sightseeing and history. For the complete
schedule visit www.absteamtrain.com.
~ Rich Graydon, 403-872-4454
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PRAIRIE FUN DAYS
& OPEN FARM DAYS
AT MEETING CREEK, ALBERTA

SATURDAY AUGUST 18, 2018
10 AM TO 4:30 PM
Station & Elevator Site Open for Tours
Speeder Rides & Wagon Rides
Crafts, Games & Scarecrow Building
Hike or Cycle the Linear Park System
Walk the Labyrinth in the Grasslands
Restoration Area
Story and Songs at 2 pm
Homemade Pie, Cookies & Beverages
Available for Sale

For more information visit:
www.canadiannorthern.ca
www.albertafarmdays.com
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CANADIAN NORTHERN RAILWAY STEAM LOCOMOTIVE UNDER RESTORATION
The Western Development Museum at North Battleford, Saskatchewan is raising funds and working towards cosmetic restoration
of a historic Canadian Northern locomotive, “ten-wheeler” number 1158—built by Montreal Locomotive Works in 1913. Typical
of Canadian Northern locomotives used across the system, and similar to the 1392 now preserved at the Alberta Railway Museum
in Edmonton, the 1158 was a coal burner with capacity for 10 tons of coal, and 5000 gallons of water in her tender—and she
could be relied upon to pull the passenger trains of they day, or 18 to 20 carloads of the era.
We’re looking forward to the results of the restoration, and to return this valuable piece of Canadian Northern heritage to the
public trust—providing the public with another educational artifact that tells the story of Mackenzie and Mann’s important role in
settling the central plains. Congratulations to the WDM for having the foresight to take on this project.
For more information on 1158’s restoration, see save1158.wdm.ca.

Mackenzie and Mann would no doubt be proud of the recent economic development
activity on the old Canadian Northern main line between Warman (north of Saskatoon)
and Edmonton over the past year. At Maymont—named for Sir William Mackenzie’s
niece May Montgomery—GrainsConnect Canada has built and is operating a new stateof-the-art, 35,000-tonne elevator. which has been shipping unit train volumes since
December 2017. At Lashburn, further west, CN continues to handle unit crude oil trains
out of an expanded facility. At Vegreville, junction of the old Battle River Subdivision,
two new grain elevators are rising, with Grains Connect again building another 35,000
tonne facility, and Viterra constructing a similar elevator. Both of these elevators will be
served by rail using a loop track. Lastly, Alberta’s Industrial Heartland in the Fort
Saskatchewan region features several new shippers, including a sulphur
prilling plant opened this past spring, and Alberta Midland Railway
Terminal, a rail car storage, repair, and switching facility just west of
Lamont. Alberta Midland takes its name from the old Canadian Northern
line from Vegreville, and its logo is an interesting variant of the Canadian Northern Railway logo of old. Could there
perhaps be some Canadian Northern influence on this?
It is certainly an interesting time, as the Canadian Northern’s western mainline continues to live up to the expectations
of its founders—and is clearly now one of the most strategic modern parts of modern-day CN’s network.
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NEW RAIL SHIPPERS ON THE CANADIAN NORTHERN MAINLINE

Photo Top: Warren Stow, CEO of GrainsConnect Canada speaks at the official opening of the Maymont Grain terminal, July 9 2018.
Above: Aerial view of the Alberta Midland Railway Terminal, December 2017.

The Canora Chronicle is the tri-annual newsletter of the Canadian Northern Society—a registered charity dedicated to
providing community service through heritage tourism initiatives.
Canadian Northern Society, P.O. Box 1174, Camrose, AB T4V 1X2 / Ph: 780-672-3099 / Email: canadiannorthern@telus.net
Editors: Dean and Lorrie Tiegs / Email: secretary@canadiannorthern.ca; Regular Contributor: Shawn Smith
8 ~ www.canadiannorthern.ca

