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Help us to increase our  
followers and “Like” us on 

Facebook!

Letters Received: 
 

Hi, Canadian Northern Society: 
We have moved from Big Valley to Stettler a few months ago. We still enjoy 

your great newsletter, and very much appreciate all the work you do!  
~ Alice Fay Watts 

 
 

Happy New Year to the members of the Canadian Northern Society. We truly 
appreciated you allowing us to use the sation for our weekly painting sessions 
and our Plain Air Event last summer.  We have more ideas for the painting group 
this next year and may be in touch about other events. Thanks again. 

~ Cindy Mailer, Big Valley Art Group 
 
 

All - Thank you for all you do to preserve the Canadian Northern’s history.  
~ Chuck and Lynn Bohi. 

 
 

Hello again all, I’m the great-great-granddaughter of David Blyth Hanna (Gen-
eral Manager of the Canadian Northern Railway, and the First President of the 
Canadian National Railways, appointed 100 years ago this year in 1919). We 
have made donations to the Hanna Roundhouse in the past, and have let my 
membership in the Canadian Northern Society lapse—so sorry.  My brother Wm. 
B. Griffiths is also a member and we are in touch with Sandra Beaudoin as we 
have some items to donate. Please find enclosed my membership renewal and 
a donation towards your continued efforts, and I look forward to receiving your 
very good newsletter, The Canora Chronicle.   

~ Kind Regards, Sherry Griffiths. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE  
 

If you have not renewed for 2019,  
please mail your dues (in Canadian  
dollars) to: The Treasurer, Canadian 

Northern Society, P.O. Box 1174, 
 Camrose, Alberta T4V 1X2 

 
Membership dues qualify as a Canadian 
tax credit and receipts will be issued. 

 
Thank You for your support!  

  

The Annual General Meeting will 
be held on April 27, 2019, at 1:30 pm   

at the Camrose Station.  
All members are welcome!

SPRING WORKSHOPS & EVENTS 
 

April 6, 2019 – 9:30 to 2:30 pm 
Bokashi Composting Workshop 

 
May 25, 2019 – 10 to 5 pm 

Plant Sale and Swap 
 

July 6, 2019 – 10 to 4 pm 
Tribute to Scandinavian Settlers 

 
July 10, 2019   

Pre-registration Required 
Station Garden Tour and 

Victorian Dessert Tea 
 

July 13, 2019 – 1 to 5 pm 
Camrose Heritage Station 

Garden Party 
 

All workshops and events are held at the  
Camrose Heritage Railway Station.  

Register by phone or email. 
 

May 18 – Opening Day for the Camrose 
Heritage Railway Station and Park for the 

2019 season. Visit us this summer! 

Welcome to new member Rex Brown of Whitehorse, Yukon, to the society 
membership and thank you for your generous donation with your membership. 

We also welcome new members, Brent Mailer of Big Valley, AB, Chyanne 
Gladdish of Hanna, AB, and Norma Leslie of Stettler, AB. 

 
Thank you to Chyanne Gladdish of Hanna, AB, Harry R.J. Home of Jasper, AB, 

Big Valley Arts Group of Big Valley, AB, Cec and Ralph Atkinson of Sherwood 
Park, AB, Lorrie and Dean Tiegs of Parkland County, AB, Shawn and Karen Smith  
of Camrose, AB, Leslie S. Kozma of Edmonton, AB, Jeanette Schandl of Camrose, 
AB, Donald Wilson of Regina, SK, Charles and Lynn Bohi of White River Junc-
tion, Vermont, USA, Sherry Griffiths of Toronto, ON, Clayton and Ruth Jones of 
Surrey, BC, Women of the Moose, Camrose, AB, Alice Faye Watts of Big Valley, 
Donna Langille of Stettler, AB, and Michael Westren of Calgary, AB, for their kind 
generous donations received with 2019 membership renewals.
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There are a few interesting things happening at the Big Valley 
station lately. We are having the floors redone in the waiting 
room and office area. They have been sanded and will be  
restained and clear-coated in the coming weeks. We’ve hired 
a local contractor to do the work. 

The basement received a thorough cleaning a few weeks ago 
thanks to Phyllis Hunt from Alberta Prairie Railway. She did a 
great job and it looks much better. We had Bagshaw Electric in 
before Christmas to service the furnace and discovered that we 
would have to replace the motor. This was completed in January 
and it runs much quieter now. 

I was chatting with Cindy Mailer from the painting group that 
meets at the station Wednesdays and mentioned to her about 
all our track plans etc. that are currently stored in the bunk 
house. I managed to find some steel map cabinets a few months 
back through the government surplus and picked them up with 
the idea of getting the track plans and maps stored in them. 
Cindy suggested her husband Brent might be willing to help. 
For the last couple of weeks Brent Mailer and Bennet Anderson 
from Big Valley have been moving the plans to the office in the 
station and getting them organized. Their help is invaluable and 
much appreciated. Thank You! 

We’ve recently completed a stability study on the roundhouse 
ruins at Big Valley and received the results in January. The results 
suggest we have about $387,788 worth of work to stabilize the 
site. It’s a big number and will be discussed by the Board at the 
AGM in April. A huge thank you to Les Kozma for his help and 
guidance on this project and liaison work with our contractor 
Boreas Architecture from Edmonton.  

I’m looking forward to having Wayne and Phyliss Garrison 
back at the station this summer. They will be looking after the 
building and yard. They’ve done a lot of work over the last few 
years and have the yard looking amazing. If you’re in Big Valley 
this summer be sure to stop by the station and say hi. 

This summer is Alberta Prairie Railway’s 30th Anniversary of 
passenger train operations and there are some fantastic deals 
available. All the fares in June are reduced, and if you have tickets 
for the train and are over 18 you will be entered into a very 
special draw. Qualified riders will receive a ballot and will be 
entered into a draw for 30 free tickets, your own private rail 
car, car attendant, drink tickets and hors d’oeuvres on the trip 
to Big Valley. Check out Alberta Prairies website for details 
(www.absteamtrain.com). 

On April 13 and 14 I will be representing our Society at 
Canada’s largest model train show, Supertrain, in Calgary 
(www.supertrain.ca). It’s an amazing event and it will be an  
opportunity to tell people about our group. I’ll also be repre-
senting the East Central Alberta Heritage Society and Rocky 
Mountain Rail Society. This is part of a plan for all three groups 
to work on promoting each other and a few other projects we 
have planned. 

~ Rich Graydon, Big Valley Director 

HANNA ROUNDHOUSE UPDATE

 Our main objective is to keep the interior of the 1913 Cana-
dian Northern Railway roundhouse as natural as possible and 
have some artifacts on display throughout.  Our main source of 
revenue to continue with the many renovations required, will 
be renting the first five bays for public events, with the rest of 
the five bays used for storage rental at this time.  

 
We have some exciting times ahead and are starting to focus 

on raising funds to resurface the remaining two-thirds of the 
roundhouse roof this year at an estimated cost of $130,000.  
The Boiler Room roof we hope to complete in 2020. However, 
should we have more funds available, it will be done as soon 
as possible. 

 
This addresses waterproofing the building to enable work 

done on repairing windows/doors and other required work. As 
more work is done on the building, the HRS board will allow 
more public access to the building. In the interim, temporary 
services will be provided until we are able to install permanent 
services and have the revenue available to pay for these services. 

 
We are getting “All Aboard” for some work in 2019! Come 

out to see us if you’re in the area!  
~ Sandra Beaudoin, President, Hanna Roundhouse Society 

BIG VALLEY NEWS
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Can it really be thirty years since “passenger trains” returned 
to the old Canadian Northern Battle River Subdivision?  

Yes, Alberta Prairie Railway is celebrating this milestone in 
2019. The season opener excursion is set for Saturday, May 18, 
departing Stettler at 1430 for Big Valley. The traditional annual 
Pumpkin Festival will close out the summer schedule, October 12. 
Your trip aboard a classic train, running on an original Canadian 
Northern Railway branchline awaits, together with a great way 
to visit our Big Valley Heritage Railway station and roundhouse 
interpretive centre.  

Call 403-742-2811 or visit www.absteamtrain.com for more 
information.

ALBERTA PRAIRIE RAILWAY  
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS
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CAMROSE NEWS

Sincere thanks to Diana Nickel and 
Carol Rawson who have accomplished 
much on the Tuesday Tea and Bee Days. 
Manuals have been indexed and organ-
ized, scrapbooks have been updated, 
materials have been filed and spoons 
have been labelled for the garden. Inven-
tories have been taken of programme 
materials and office supplies. It’s wasteful 
to buy things we already have but can’t 
find, so an inventory is useful. “A place for 
everything and everything in its place.” 

We have also been organizing, updat-
ing and culling computer files. It’s much 
easier to quickly find information if it’s in 
a logical place and not duplicated or trip-
licated or… 

The Risk Management plan has been 
revamped, with input from Ron Girard, 
Garry Middleton, myself, and the Board. 
Marketing materials for the school pro-
grammes have been distributed locally 
and in the Battle River Division, and we 
already have several bookings. 

We received word that we have been 
awarded the ‘New Horizons for Seniors’ 
grant that we applied for in fall, so reno-
vations will begin on storm windows, out-
side trim paint, and waiting room and 
kitchen flooring in the near future. We 
applied for grants from Young Canada 
Works and Canada Summer Jobs to 
cover student staff for summer but have 
not heard back yet. Leah Marshall, a 
summer student from 2018, will be  
returning, and we have already started 
receiving applications for the other position. 

Deb Trout, our new archives volunteer 
has been busy cataloging, recording and 
organizing in the library. Edie Metzker, a 
friend of Diana Nickel, taught volunteers 
how to make aprons from old table-
cloths, and the products from the work-
shop were donated to the Gift Shop, as 
well as a number of fancy pillow covers 
that were made.  

We have been involved with the “Year 
of the Grouse” effort, and a launch event 
was held at the station with 51 in atten-
dance. We also took part in a related 
symposium at the County offices, ably 
represented by Bernice Kadatz, and high-
lighted Meeting Creek. 

Garden Railway and some conservation 
and restoration work for the Society as a 
whole. He has also painted the cup-
boards and stairway in the living quarters. 

There are a number of event bookings 
coming up, and some work bees too. 
Cookie bee days are set for April 9-10, 
bees for the opening of the buildings are 
set for April 23-26. The Annual General 
Meeting will be held at 1:30 on April 27 
and all are welcome. We desire and 
need your input! The annual Battle River 
Community Foundation Barbecue will be 
May 8. Cookies for the school programmes 
will be prepared on May 9-10. A bee day 
in Meeting Creek is scheduled for May 11 
for outdoor work. 

And…our opening day is May 18. 
Here’s to a GREAT season! 

 
~ Norm Prestage, Managing Director 

We will also be involved with the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Alberta’s Arts Awards 
through September, with the station open 
to display “In Their Footsteps,” an inter-
preted display of immigrant and indige-
nous footwear through the years. 

Garry Middleton, Glenys Smith and 
Lorrie Tiegs have updated our Volunteer 
Recruitment brochure, and I have made 
some signage for local use. We really 
need more volunteers, as many of our 
most faithful helpers are aging…yes, it 
happens! Glenys and Garry have also 
done a lot of work updating the Mentor-
ship programme and hope to implement 
it soon. We have been more involved 
with the Chamber of Commerce of late 
and are taking advantage of advertising 
opportunities on their email Fan Out and 
their flashing sign on 48th Avenue. 

Ron Girard has completed many  
projects for the grounds as well as the 

Volunteer apron making day - Above left, Edie Metzker sewing, Carol Rawson, above right, ironing and our  
volunteer model Diana Nickel. Thank you to all who helped to make this a great event and many new items  

have now been added to our gift shop.
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July 10, 2019 – Booked Interpretive Station Garden Tours  
followed by a Victorian Dessert and Tea in the station’s King 
George Room, Tea Room or outside on the patio, weather  
permitting. Small or large group tours welcome! Bus tours  
welcome. Cost is $12 per person. 
 
July 13, 2019 – Camrose Heritage Station Garden Party    
(10 am to 5 pm) 
Join our annual garden party from 1-5 pm, this year with a 1920s 
theme. Costumes are encouraged, and great music will be  
provided by the Station Swing Band. Station displays will depict 
the changes in the railway history through the 1920s. Learn the 
Charleston! Homemade pies, cookies, cinnamon buns, and  
beverages will be available for purchase. Shop for second-hand 
treasures in the Gift shop. Promenade through the gardens.  
 
August 31, 2019 – Last day of the regular season 
Enjoy the gardens and all exhibits with family and friends on 
our last day of the season. Bookings for workshops, retreats 
and gatherings can be made in off-season. 
 
November 1, 2019 – Opening of the White Elephant Christmas 
Gift Shop Sale and Tea 
Enjoy Christmas shopping from 10 am to 5 pm for unique 
items in our gift shop on opening day and on each Friday from 
November 1 to December 6. Enjoy tea and scones in our 
beautiful seasonally decorated Station Tea Room on opening 
day, November 1. Donations of gift items are grafefully  
accepted. Book the station’s Tea Room for your private event 
or Christmas party.  
 
December 7, 2019 – Annual Cookie Walk, Tea and Christmas 
White Elephant Sale   (1 to 4:30 pm) 
Within our beautiful seasonally decorated Tea Room or King 
George Room, enjoy one of our major fundraisers for the year. 
Our volunteers bake batches of cookies (including gluten free) 
and other items including homemade carrot pudding and 
loaves. Enjoy tea with seasonal homemade desserts. Purchase 
special gifts in our Station White Elephant Gift Shop. 
 

 MEETING CREEK EVENT 
 
August 18, 2019 – Canadian Northern Railway Family Day  
(10 am to 4 pm) 
Fun for all ages as you tour the 1913 station and 1917 elevator 
with knowledgeable guides. Hike the Natural Linear Park and 
discover nature in the Meeting Creek Valley or take a guided 
walk at 11 am and hear about the importance of the grouse in 
this restoration area. Ride the horse-drawn wagon along the 
abandoned railway right-of-way, take a ride on a track motor 
car or the Alberta Prairie mini-train. Hamburgers, hot dogs, 
pies and cookies available to purchase in the Community Hall. 
Musical entertainment from 1-3 pm. Crafts and games 
throughout the day, and story and songs for children at 2 pm 
at the gazebo. Admission by donation.  

CAMROSE HERITAGE RAILWAY STATION WORKSHOPS 
 
April 6, 2019 – Bokashi Composting Workshop    
Time: 9:30 am to 2:30 pm | Cost: $70.00 per person. Bring a 
bag lunch. Limit of 15 participants. Facilitated by Bernice  
Kadatz, soil specialist and international speaker. Learn the  
secrets of the natural and simple technique that will change the 
way you garden. Bokashi Composting can effectively compost 
any type of kitchen waste including meat, egg shells, bones and 
milk products and turn them into incredible soil supplement/ 
nutrient. The workshop will consist of a lecture describing the 
power of bokashi composting, how to compost your kitchen 
waste and how to prepare the bokashi bran and hands-on 
demonstration of the process. Includes all supplies for a take-
home 5 kg pail of Bokashi. Register by contacting canadian-
northern@telus.net or call 780 672-3099. 
 
April 27, 2019 – Bokashi Composting Workshop FOLLOWUP 
As a follow-up to the April 6th workshop, this session will help 
you with any questions and further instruction will be given 
where needed. No cost to those who have taken the April 6 
workshop. Time: 10 am 
 
 

CAMROSE HERITAGE RAILWAY STATION EVENTS 
 
May 18, 2019 – Opening Day for the Camrose Historic Railway 
Station and Park 
Purchase delicious homemade cookies and beverages and find 
treasures in the White Elephant gift shop today and every Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm from Saturday, May 18, until 
Saturday, August 31. Artists and photographers welcome. Take 
a self-guided or guided tour of the 13 heritage gardens and  
exhibits in the station and other historic buildings on-site. Be 
sure to visit our extensive track car collection. Children can ride 
on the Percy-like train and play in the Children’s Secret Garden. 
Visit the Garden Railway and watch the G-scale trains as they 
travel around the historic building replicas. 
 
May 25, 2019 – Plant Sale and Swap   (10 am to 5 pm) 
Purchase or swap plants from the many that grow within our 
organic managed station gardens or plants donated by community 
members. White Elephant gift shop open. Donations of plants, 
garden-related items for gift shop are gratefully accepted. Carrot 
cake (regular and gluten free) and beverages available for  
purchase. A knowledgeable station gardener will be available to 
answer your gardening questions. 
 
July 6, 2019 – Tribute to Scandinavian Settlers (10 to 4 pm)  
Focus will be on the history of Daryl Olson’s family, but displays 
will also describe the early settlement of Norwegian and 
Swedish settlers. A special Scandinavian dessert will be available 
in the tea room for purchase. Visit the Immigration Display 
Room upstairs in the station and view Scandinavian artifacts. At 
2 pm hear the story of the Olson family told by Daryl Olson. 
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It’s been a long winter at Meeting Creek. Thank you once again to those of you who helped check on the station furnace and 
condensate tank during the winter months. We also appreciate those who helped with snow removal, as it certainly gives an  
appearance of security and activity at the station. We had paid personnel conduct some deep cleaning in the freight shed which 
was necessary as a result of last summer’s reroofing. Thank you to Brent Cheek for the donation of a book case which we now 
have in the second floor “members room”. 

Norm Prestage will be conducting a repair and conservation assessment on the grain elevator this spring. This is a necessary con-
sideration for us to plan for this building’s future, as it is starting to need structural repairs. We have a ongoing list of work that is 
available for any volunteers who might be interested in helping throughout the summer, which includes general repairs, painting, 
and restoration work. Please call or contact Norman at 780-672-3099 or canadiannorthern@telus.net if interested. Projects first 
up in the spring are the completion of the repairs to the gazebo, and repairs to the elevator loading dock.  

MEETING CREEK UPDATES

We have made good on our promise to develop a social 
media network that is dedicated to the families, communities, 
and the artifacts and heritage equipment that have a present- 
day connection to western Canada’s pioneer railway system.  

It has been a century since the Canadian Northern Railway 
existed as a privately owned enterprise, our society over the 
last 30 years has realized the significant interest that remains 
in its legacy and heritage—and in many cases by descendants 
of CNoR employees and officers. As a result we have set up a 
Facebook page where individuals and communities can share 
their stories, interests, and legacy of the Mackenzie and Mann-
created road.  

Go to Facebook, and find “Canadian Northern Railway Con-
nections”. It is a closed group so indicate your interest and our 
administrators will admit you to this already very interesting 
site. The post to the right is a preview of all the great info  
you will find on this site. Join today, and help us build a great  
network of interesting photos and facts! 

Thanks to Richard Graydon, S.I. Smith, and Grant Bailey for 
“seeding” the initiative. Our goal is through this social media 
to learn more about the people and communities who share 
this common interest and connection, even 100 years later.

INTRODUCING CANADIAN NORTHERN RAILWAY CONNECTIONS 

Consider getting involved with the Canadian Northern 
Society as a volunteer this year.  

 
There are many unique opportunities from baking to 

building, filing and organizing, to yard and garden care 
available at our three locations. 

 
Visit www.canadiannorthern.ca for a list of available 
volunteer opportunities this season or reach out by 

phone or email for more information!
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Canadian National has chosen to celebrate their 100th anniversary as a railway this year and in 2020. To commemorate this very 
special milestone, CN has a number of events planned to honour its rich railroading history, which includes foundational carriers 
such as the Canadian Northern Railway—and its future. Starting in April, special CN100-themed containers will stop in cities across 
North America inviting CN’s extended family and the general public to join our celebration. Called “A Moving Celebration,” the 
tour will have something for everyone. There will be history to discover, shows to watch, music to listen to, local food to eat, and 
activities and workshops to participate in, check www.cn.ca for further details. 

  
Tour Dates - 2019 
Montreal – April 29; Quebec – May 23-26; Halifax – June 13-16; Calgary – July 4-10; Edmonton – July 19-23 
Vancouver – August 22-25; Winnipeg – Sept. 19-22; Regina – Nov. 25-30 
 
Tour Dates - 2020 
New Orleans – April; Memphis – May; Chicago – June; Ottawa – July; Toronto – August; Montreal – September

CELEBRATING CN’S 100TH BIRTHDAY - A “MOVING CELEBRATION!”

The Canora Chronicle is the tri-annual newsletter of the Canadian Northern Society—a registered charity dedicated to  
providing community service through heritage tourism initiatives.   

Canadian Northern Society, P.O. Box 1174, Camrose, AB T4V 1X2 / Ph: 780-672-3099 / Email: canadiannorthern@telus.net  
Editors: Dean and Lorrie Tiegs / Email: secretary@canadiannorthern.ca; Regular Contributor: Shawn Smith

Maymont, Saskatchewan, is located on the former Canadian  
Northern Railway mainline (now CN’s Prairie North Line) between 
Humboldt and North Battleford. It was named in honour of May 
Montgomery—a niece of Sir William Mackenzie. Today, the historic 
hotel building remains at the foot of mainstreet, across from the  
railway (photo top right courtesy “Prairie Post Card Collection”). At 
the north end of town near the access to the Yellowhead Highway, a 
gateway sign and plaque honouring the Canadian Northern and Miss 
Montgomery’s connection to the community have been placed. 

There is news in respect to the 1955 North Battleford Canadian 
National Railways station. This “International style” building, which 
features some interesting features (CNR logo, clock, and tower)  
despite its otherwise relatively stark appearance, was declared a  
heritage railway station in 1995. The City of North Battleford is in 
discussions with CN with plans to preserve the structure for public 
use; potentially a market garden. The station was last used as a bus 
terminal however a large portion of the building has been vacant over 
the last number of years. 

The 1955 station replaced the original Canadian Northern Second 
Class station that was built when the main line came through in 
1905. North Battleford has remained a home terminal for railway 
crews ever since.

OUT ON THE MAIN LINE

Q: Why didn't the bunny hop? 
A: No bunny knows. 
 
Q: What do you get if you pour boiling  
hot water down a rabbit hole? 
A: Hot cross bunnies. 

Happy 

Easter


