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In Memoriam

Help us to increase our  
followers and “Like” us on 

Facebook!

Number Three 
December 2019

VOL 

32
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE  

 
Your 2020 Memberships are due in  
January. Kindly mail your dues (in 

Canadian dollars) to: The Treasurer, 
Canadian Northern Society,  

P.O. Box 1174, 
 Camrose, Alberta T4V 1X2 

 
Membership dues qualify as a Canadian 
tax credit and receipts will be issued. 

Thank You for your support!  
 
 

CAMROSE STATION UPCOMING  
STORYTELLING EVENT 

 
February 7, 2020 

Storytelling: Collecting and Celebrating 
Life Stories of Family, Friends and 

Community Memories 
 

Led by Glenys Smith, master storyteller, 
this workshop will introduce  

storytelling and how to collect and tell 
your personal, community or themed 

stories, using hands-on methods.  
For more information, visit our website 

at www.canadiannorthern.ca  
Maximum 24 participants,  

lunch provided.  
Cost is $20. Time: 9:30 am to 4 pm 

Norman Ternes 
Norman (Normie) Ternes of Stettler was a 

founding member of the Canadian Northern  
Society in 1987. Over the years he was involved 
in our preservation efforts through support as 
both a volunteer and a member.  His company 
JEN Supply was also a regular supporter. A  
wonderful person and friend to many, Normie 
passed away in September after a courageous 
battle with cancer. Our sympathy has been  
extended to Lisa and the entire Ternes family. 

Photo: Normie and Lisa Ternes, visiting Davidson, Saskatchewan station and 
elevator row, October 1987. 

 
Anne Melnychyn Fowler 

It was with heavy hearts that the Fowler family 
announced that Anne passed away peacefully 
on October 24, 2019, at 92 years of age, following 
a long illness. Anne is survived by her children 
George (Jackie), Linda (John), Brian (Marlene), 
Judy, six grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, 
brother Paul Melnychyn, and sister Helen  
Ambury. Anne was the loving wife of our long-
time member the late Mr. G.F. (Fred) Fowler. 
Fred and Anne were close personal friends to 

several of our Society’s members, and of course long-time supporters of the 
Canadian Northern Society.  Fred and Anne raised their family living in railway 
stations at Galahad, Vilna, Houston, B.C., and finally St. Paul, where he finished 
his career as one of the final agent-operators on the CNR. 

Anne was born in 1927 in Big Valley. She was swooped off her feet by Fred in 
1948 while his father was the agent at our Big Valley depot and she was a bank 
teller across the street at the Royal Bank. After a honeymoon train trip across 
Canada – the Fowler’s first home together was the Standard Third-Class station 
at Warden. Fred used to say “no power, no central heat, and no running water, 
today people talk about three rooms and a bath, Warden was three rooms and 
a PATH!”  While the station lacked indoor plumbing, it was fondly remembered 
as the “Honeymoon Cottage” as Fred always called the place. Of course,  
Canadian Northern Society to has dedicated today’s Warden mini-depot in 
Fred’s memory.  

Over the years Fred and Anne never forgot their Big Valley roots. They were 
great supporters of the Society, and back in the early 90’s Annie and sister Helen 
Ambury led at least two Ukrainian Night fundraisers where they organized and 
fed delicious perogies, cabbage rolls, and kubassa to raise money for our projects. 
Photo: Anne and Fred at the Big Valley Station in 2001. 

Our new facebook page CANADIAN 
NORTHERN RAILWAY CONNECTIONS 
is a closed group however available to 

those interested simply by asking to join.  
Here we connect with other organizations 

with an interest in the history and 
legacy of the Canadian Northern  

Railway, and promote its history and 
connections to the present era.   

We welcome additional contributions 
and postings from those interested!



The society would like to welcome new members: Gord  
McDiarmid of Winnipeg, MB, Shayne Campbell of Argyle, 
MB, Johanna Biggart of Calgary, AB, Douglas Smith of 
Brockville, ON, and Bob Pennenbecker of Camrose, AB. 

 
Thank you to Douglas Smith for his cash donation with 

membership, and to Bob Pennenbecker, L.S. Kozma, Kevin 
Quigley, and Peggy Shuman for their recent donations. Thank 
you to the County of Stettler No. 6 for the annual operations 
assistance grant for the Big Valley station and roundhouse. 

 
 
 
 
Those of you that know the large brown wooden office cab-

inet along the north wall of the Big Valley agent’s office might 
be interested in the note that appeared behind the cabinet 
door this summer, found during a work bee: 

“I wanted to let you know that the large wooden cabinet in 
the Big Valley station office was donated back to the station by 
Joseph Comeau, who was a sectionman in Big Valley, Rumsey, 
and Rowley for 26 years. The cabinet resided in our old house 
in Big Valley for years until Dad (Joe) sold the house in the mid-
1980s and moved to Stettler. Dad passed in 1997 but it sure is 
nice visiting the station and remembering his days working on 
the rail line with CN”  

~ Sincerely, JoAnn Comeau Meteo, Lloydminster 
  
  
 
 

Thank you to Shawn, Liam, and Adam Smith who purchased 
a copy of David B. Hanna’s famous book Trains of Recollection 
and donated same on behalf of the Canadian Northern Society 
to the Dauphin Rail Museum. After speaking with Kaylee John-
son at the museum this summer about the early days of the 
Canadian Northern, and especially the winters of 1897 and 
1898 experiences of DB when he was General Manager of the 
Canadian Northern Railway, it seemed fitting that Dauphin 
have a copy of this work.  

  
In turn, thank you to Jason Gilmore and the Dauphin Rail 

Museum for the kind cash donation to our Society’s efforts.  
We would encourage all to visit the wonderful railway  
museum that Jason and his group are maintaining at the  
beautiful 1912 Canadian Northern depot in Dauphin. There 
are some excellent Canadian Northern Railway artifacts and 
photographs to be enjoyed, and we have established a great 
new relationship with this group as we both work towards 
common objectives. 
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It’s been a busy summer at the station this year with many 
projects being completed. The storage building north of the  
station has been repainted and looks great. Thanks to Kevin 
Quigley, who spent one of his few weekends off painting the 
building. Wayne and Phyllis Garrison kept the grounds and  
station looking fantastic as always, and I can’t thank them 
enough for the wonderful job they do. It’s obvious they take 
great pride in our property. Wayne also looks after our equip-
ment at the station and made sure the snowblower and snow 
broom were ready for winter. 

 
One of the bigger projects was replacing the fence along the 

parking lot in front of the station. It finally gave up the ghost 
mid summer and we hired our resident handyman to replace 
it. Shawn Smith was able to provide me with a picture from the 
1950s of the area and we built the new fence out of posts and 
page wire like the original, shown below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I finally got the crawl space we discovered while looking for 

a roof leak two years ago insulated and vapor barrier installed. 
While I was putting in the insulation, I noticed that I could see 
outside under the eaves. No wonder anything in the pantry 
used to freeze in winter. It was a very messy job due to the 107 
years of dirt and dust that had collected. 

 
The new eavestrough has been installed with some design 

changes that allow for much better drainage and should prevent 
any further issues with the facia rotting. Shawn, Karen, Liam 
and Adam Smith spent some time in Big Valley camping this 
summer and did a bunch of cleaning and organizing in the  
station. Thank you very much. 

 
It’s been another good season for local groups using the  

station meeting room. The local painting group, Village Office, 
guitar teacher and recently a new mom’s group are making use 
of the space, including Alberta Prairie for training in November. 

 
All the best over the Christmas season—

Merry Christmas from our home to yours. 

~ Richard Graydon, Director and Chairperson, Big Valley 

BIG VALLEY HAPPENINGS
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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CAMROSE HERITAGE RAILWAY STATION AND PARK NEWS

Another year is drawing to a close…way too quickly for me! 
We said goodbye to our excellent summer students at the end 
of August, but Leah came back to help with our September  
exhibition “In Their Footsteps,” both to research and to host. 
Thank you, Leah! The exhibition was a part of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Alberta Arts Awards and was a great success, with 
more than 200 people visiting our facility. This was sponsored by 
the City of Camrose Arts and Culture Council and by Alberta  
Culture Days. Lovely photos were taken of the displays by Joe 
Hartung. Thanks, Joe! A special thank-you to Jack and Jane Ross 
who facilitated all the events for the Lieutenant Governor of  
Alberta Arts Awards and the City of Camrose for the generous 
grant from the Camrose Arts and Culture Council to cover  
expenses for displays, staffing, insurance, and marketing.  

As part of this project, we will be hosting a one-day workshop 
on February 7, to be called “Storytelling: Collecting and Cele-
brating Life Stories of Family, Friends and Community Memories”. 
Enrollment will be limited to 24, and a cost of $20 will cover 
lunch and administration. The bulk of the funding will be coming 
from City of Camrose Arts and Culture Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our tea room is decorated beautifully for Christmas again this 

year, compliments of Carol Roy, Sharon Ofrim, Barb MacDonald 
and Elaine Wooden. Thank you, ladies! The room was enjoyed 
very much by the Central Rural Eastern Alberta Museums’ semi-
annual meeting that we hosted on November 2. 

Through November, our White Elephant Gift Shop was open 
each Friday, and on December 1, we offered tea and scones, 
prepared by Glenys Smith and served by Carol Roy and Sharon 
Ofrim. The shop was manned at various times by Mae Uhrich, 
Diana Nickel, Rose Cottingham, Glenys and myself. Christmas 
items were very popular! 

Our annual Cookie Walk was scheduled for December 7 this 
year and the kitchen was a hive of activity before the event, as 
several ladies donated their time to bake and prepare goodies. 
Thanks to Dianna Nickel for the jam, honey, and pepper jellies. 
Thanks to Elizabeth Bagdon, Diana, Therese Mazure, the two 
Carols, Gladys Douglas, and Glenys for baking on-site, and to 
the several ladies who have volunteered cookies baked at home. 
Thankfully, all the positions for the day were manned, though 
extra hands never go amiss. There are a lot of details that go into 
our events, from setup to cleanup, delivering posters, advertising 
for the event, to baking and taste testing! Thank you to everyone 
who contributed and had a part in making this day a success so 

that so many visitors were able to enjoy the Christmas-themed 
decorated station for this annual event. 

Ron Girard, our maintenance director, has been busy refur-
bishing tables and benches. His current project is rebuilding the 
messenger bike from the platform. He has also spent time  
rebuilding the signal arms at both Meeting Creek and Donalda. 
The install of the post at Donalda was sure fun!! Right? Thanks 
also to Elaine Wooden for “putting the gardens to sleep” with 
Glenys. 

We are always thankful for the many donations people make 
for the gift shop, but this fall we also received a gorgeous antique 
buffet originally belonging to Peter and Janet Stewart, donated 
by Joan Cunningham and Kevin Schielke, their grandchildren. 
The Stewart family were one of the features of our “In Their 
Footsteps” exhibition, and this donation was a result of that. 
Thank you so much for thinking of us! The buffet is now a fea-
ture of our King George Room, and we invite you to come take 
a look. As well, we have a new portrait of King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth in Jasper in 1939 compliments of the family of 
John Seright. We were also gifted with an antique 1940s fanning 
mill and seed treater from Lloyd Kostash and it is now in the 
driveway of the Meeting Creek elevator. Thank you, Lloyd! Jane 
Heather also donated her late father’s CN conductor uniforms. 
Thanks, Jane! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the Battle River Community Foundation for a 

grant of $500 toward reconstruction of the station platform. 
To everyone who has donated items, volunteered for events, 

assisted with the gardens, station cleaning, baking, preparing 
and planning events, fixing and repairing, and the many other 
things that are needed to run our site, our sincere thanks to you 
all! We appreciate each of you and look forward to working with 
you in 2020. We wish for all of you a cheerful Christmas season 
with family and friends, and look forward to a bright New Year! 

 
~ Norm Prestage, Station Managing 
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An old man in Dublin phones his son Michael in London a week before Christmas and says: 
“Your mother and I are divorcing. After 40 years, we can’t stand each other anymore.” 
 
Michael is devastated and phones his sister Sue in New York to tell her the bad news. Sue is 
horrified and phones the father immediately and shouts at him: “NO WAY. You’re not getting 
divorced. Stay there. Michael and I are coming straight home to help you sort this out.” 
 
The old man hangs up, smiles and turns to his wife who he has loved all his life. “It worked 
like a dream. They’re both coming home for Christmas and they’re paying their own fares.” 

 
 

Politically Correct Santa 

‘Twas the night before Christmas and Santa’s a wreck... 

How to live in a world that’s politically correct? 

His workers no longer would answer to “Elves,” 

“Vertically Challenged” they were calling themselves. 

 

And labour conditions at the North Pole 

Were alleged, by the union, to stifle the soul. 

Four reindeer had vanished, without much propriety, 

Released to the wilds by the Humane Society. 

 

And gifts; nothing of leather, nothing of fur, 

Which meant nothing to him. And nothing for her. 

Nothing that might be construed to pollute. 

Nothing to aim. Nothing to shoot. 

Nothing that clamoured or made lots of noise. 

Nothing for just girls. Or just for the boys. 

Nothing that claimed to be gender specific. 

Nothing that’s warlike or non-pacific. 

 

He tried to be merry, tried to be gay, 

But you’ve got to be careful with that word today. 

His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground; 

Nothing fully acceptable was to be found. 

 

Something special was needed, a gift that he might 

Give to all without angering the left or the right. 

A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision, 

Each group of people, every religion; 

 

Every ethnicity, every hue, 

Everyone, everywhere... even you. 

So here is that gift, its price beyond worth... 

“May you and your loved ones enjoy peace on Earth.” 

©Harvey Ehrlich 
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While not a Canadian Northern Society project directly, it was 
our volunteers and supporters who rebuilt the VIA Rail Canada 
platform at Viking this past summer. The Viking station project 
has long been supported by the Canadian Northern Society, in 
fact from inception we have been there—even on the former 
enemy Grand Trunk Pacific Railway! The new platform is a great 
improvement, and thanks to Tatyana Tsoy, Sean Robitaille, 
Shawn, Karen (in the photo below), and Liam Smith, and John 
Greeve and Reg Harper of Canadian Northern Plains Rail  
Services for their help. 

Emily and Diane have now closed their Station Café for the 
season but expect the fresh pies and great homemade lunches 
to be back in the spring. 

 

VIKING STATION

‘TIS THE SEASON

On October 24 the Stettler Regional Board of Trade recog-
nized the 30th anniversary of railway excursion services in the 
region by recognizing Alberta Prairie Railway with a well- 
deserved Business and Citizenship Award. “We are happy 
about it, and we try to stay within the heritage aspect of it (run-
ning the train),” said Don Gillespie President and Chief Oper-
ating Officer for APR. As many Canadian Northern Society 
members know, Don has been the president since APR took 
over the operation back in 1990, and has guided the company 
through a very interesting history. “Visitors from across Alberta, 
Canada, and indeed the world have come to Stettler over the 
past 30 years to ride the train” remarked Don, “they ride the 
train to Big Valley, enjoy what the village has to offer, and the 
rich heritage there.” The award presented was heritage-themed, 
and was accepted by Mr. Bob Willis, APR General Manager. 

On behalf of all of the board and members of the Canadian 
Northern Society, congratulations to APR for this recent business 
honour. We can’t think of a better company that not only represents 
and supports heritage preservation, but is a top corporate citizen 
as well.

VIKING STATION
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A CANADIAN NORTHERN BOX CAR STATION – PERHAPS THE ONLY ONE REMAINING?

Society Vice President, Leslie S. Kozma, has been corresponding with Shayne Campbell, President and Executive Director of the 
Argyle Museum in Manitoba, on the Ekhart railway station. This unique Canadian Northern Railway structure is indeed a freight and 
passenger shelter converted from a box car. It has now been privately preserved by Shayne. Les is not aware of any other such CNoR 
structure that remains extant.  

In contrast to locations where box car shelters were often temporary and planned to be replaced by standard depots within a short 
period of time, the Ekhart shelter was likely considered “permanent” as the company spent $310 cutting in windows and doors and 
then re-cladding the exterior with drop siding, and installing roofing. Alternatively, during the same period, the CPR would make 
such shelters without re-cladding them – simply dropping the boxcar on site and adding doors and windows. Although Les reported 
that he has seen images showing the exterior of those simple structures covered with building paper and secured with wooden battens, 
this approach could be considered very unappealing! The drop siding and roofing on the Ekhart station certainly projects a more  
finished look. A further comment from ‘Old Canadian Train Stations and Railway yards – Western Canada, Manitoba,’ online states: 
The station has a passenger room with two windows, a bench on outside wall, stove. The freight room has a large “x” style sliding 
door and the load limits from the box car are still painted around the inside of the freight room. 

According to official company records (Engineering Department index cards) the shelter was installed in 1916 at Mile 4.8 of the 
Canadian Northern Railway Inwood Subdivision, located in Manitoba’s Interlake Region. Operating Time Table dated 11 June 1916 
calls this station Drake. The station name was changed to Ekhart on 1 February 1921. Consulting a 1927 CN timetable the location 
was noted as Mile 4.4 so the building may have been relocated on site between 1916-1927. The shelter features a small waiting 
room with a stove and two windows, while the freight room has a large braced door with evidence of the original boxcar load limits 
painted on the inside walls. 

The Ekhart shelter was sold and reported moved by a local Hutterite colony to a local farm. In 1991 it was donated to Shayne’s 
private museum.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A note from Mr. Sheldon Gogal—former resident of the Canadian 
Northern Railway Rhein depot! An interesting personal response to the 
publication in a 2018 Chronicle of one of our own Charles W. Bohi’s 
best-ever photographs of a Third Class station on the prairies taken in 
August 1971. 
 
Hello there. In your November 2018 edition, volume 31 there is a picture 
of the Rhein train station. That is my cousin Tammy, my sister Corrine 
and myself with our faithful cocker spaniel dog on the platform in the 
picture. I grew up in that station. We moved there when I was 4-5 years 
old, so 1966-1967. My dad was the station agent there, after that he 
worked in Canora and Melville, Saskatchewan and Rivers, Manitoba. 
We moved out of Rhein in 1974-1975 and after that the station was 
sold to Clifford Herman who moved it to Burgess Beach and turned it 
into a cabin.                                                      ~ Sheldon Gogal
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As reported in the previous edition of the Chronicle, we were 
very pleased with the success of the Family Day held in late  
August, thanks to our many volunteers, Don Gillespie for the 
State Fair mini doughnuts, and Alberta Prairie Railway for the 
mini-train. We are looking forward to staging a similar event 
again later next summer; the children thoroughly seemed to 
enjoy the event and the community was reportedly quite 
pleased with the effort put forth by our Canadian Northern  
Society and friends. Also thank you to all of the volunteers who 
continued to help around the site in the multiple tasks that were 
again conducted this year: grass moving, paint and repair,  
watering trees, repairs to the toolhouse. Thank you to Canadian 
Northern Plains Rail Services and Reg Harper for their contribution, 
and to the County of Camrose for the operational funding  
received. 

Of note this fall was the re-installation after about three 
decades of a hand-operated pump, placed on the cistern  
between the elevator track and main line. This cistern served 
as the water supply for the employees living in the station and 
section house up until the late 1960s when the agency was closed. 
Thank you to Bernice Kadatz for sourcing this great artifact. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have some significant work required around the grain 

elevator in 2020 including repairing/replacing planks on the load-
ing dock, and exterior trim painting and repairs. Anyone inter-
ested? Please feel free to jump in and take these projects on. 

At the railway station we have storm windows to repair and 
repaint once they are removed after the long winter. In addition, 
the exterior trim could use paint.  

We’ve noticed some heaving and softness on the freight shed 
floor indicating sub floor decay. This will need to have a restoration 
plan that could be developed in 2020. Lastly, we had a damaging 
wind storm in October which damaged the train order signal 

MEETING CREEK SITE NEWS

The Canora Chronicle is the tri-annual newsletter of the Canadian Northern Society—a registered charity dedicated to  
providing community service through heritage tourism initiatives.   

Canadian Northern Society, P.O. Box 1174, Camrose, AB T4V 1X2 / Ph: 780-672-3099 / Email: canadiannorthern@telus.net  
Editors: Dean and Lorrie Tiegs / Email: secretary@canadiannorthern.ca; Regular Contributor: Shawn Smith

and shingles. Thanks to Ron Girard for his craftsmanship in 
making up a better train order signal blade, and as well for 
re-installing the train order signal on the Donalda station. 
While we’ve got work to do to make the Donalda order board 
operational, the heavy work is completed. 

 
  
Remember the Society’s offer to develop a Community 

Garden! The vegetable garden south of the depot did  
extremely well this year despite the strange weather, and we 
are looking forward to any one with an interest in building 
additional boxes and expanding the size of the garden at 
Meeting Creek. This does not take a lot of effort, if you are 
interested in the site for fresh vegetables, call us and we can 
make spring arrangements to construct. 

 
Lastly, the Station is featured as the cover shot of the Winter 

2019 edition of the Northern Plains Railroader. Thank you to 
our President Lorrie Tiegs for the thought 
here and to Shawn and Liam Smith for 
stringing lights and setting up the photo. If 
you are interested in seeing the online  
edition or joining the mailing list, please 
visit www.nprail.com. 

Anyone with questions, or an inter-
est in the Meeting Creek site, please 
call Karen Smith 780 608 9892. 

 

As another season closes, I would like to thank our  

volunteers and members who contribute to our  

efforts all year long. Thank you to our directors—

with special mention to Glenys Smith in Camrose, 

Shawn, Karen, Liam and Adam Smith in  

Meeting Creek and Richard Graydon in  

Big Valley, our Board Members and to our  

Managing Director, Norm Prestage.  

From my home to yours may you have the  

best that the Christmas season has to offer  

and a healthy happy new year.  
~ Lorrie Tiegs, Society President 


