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Acknowledgments

Help us to increase our  
followers and “Like” us on 

Facebook!

Letters Received: 
 

Please find enclosed my membership and a donation for 2020. 
I enjoyed the last issue of the Canora Chronicle and look forward to hearing 
more about your activities in this year. 

- Douglas N.W. Smith, Brockville 
  
 
Please find enclosed my annual membership renewal….I always enjoy your 
Canora Chronicle newsletter. 

- Sherry Griffiths, Toronto  (Niece of D.B. Hanna) 

Number One 
April 2020

VOL 

33

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE  
 

If you have not renewed for 2020,  
please mail your dues (in Canadian  
dollars) to: The Treasurer, Canadian 

Northern Society, P.O. Box 1174, 
 Camrose, Alberta T4V 1X2 

 
Membership dues qualify as a Canadian 
tax credit and receipts will be issued. 

 
Thank You for your support!  

  

The Annual General Meeting will 
be held on April 26, 2020, at 2:00 pm   

at the Camrose Station.  
All members are welcome!

2020 CAMROSE EVENTS 
 

May 30, 2020 – 10 to 5 pm 
Annual Plant Sale 

 
July 11, 2020 – 10 to 4 pm 

Downton Abbey Day 
 

July 21 and 22, 2020   
Pre-registration Required 
Station Garden Tour and 

Victorian Dessert Tea 
 

August 1, 2020 – 1 to 4:30 pm 
Friends of Thomas Day 

 
Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27 & Dec. 4, 2020 
Pre-Christmas White Elephant 

Gift Shop Open 
 

December 5, 2020 – 1 to 4:30 pm 
Annual Cookie Walk and Tea 

 
May 16 – Opening Day for the Camrose 

Heritage Railway Station and Park for the 
2020 season. Visit us this summer! 

Welcome to new member the Railway Museum of Eastern Ontario, Smiths 
Falls, ON. Thank you for being a part of our society!  

 
Thank you to the Gwyn Morgan and Patricia Trottier Foundation for the gen-

erous donation toward our continued facility maintenance, operations, and re-
pairs. Thanks to Clayton Jones, Rex Brown, Gordon Clanachan, Paul O’Neil, 
James Harte, Kurt and Elizabeth Bagdan, Lorrie and Dean Tiegs, James Edgson, 
Chris Bobra, Harry Home, Cecile Atkinson, Les Kozma and Shawn and Karen 
Smith for their kind generous donations received with 2020 membership re-
newals. 

 
Sincere thanks to the City of Camrose for assistance with funding the Managing 

Director position, to the Battle River Foundation in Camrose and Dominion  
Railway Services for kind donations and grants allowed to the society. 

Thank you to J. Glenn Roemer of Sherwood 
Park, Alberta, long-time supporter of the society. 
Glenn recently donated four beautiful Cana-
dian Northern Railway public timetables to the 
society, along with the company annual report 
from 1916. Great artifacts now available at 
Camrose and Big Valley. 
  
 
 
Photo: Glenn with VIA No. 1 at Hornepayne, an old 

Canadian Northern Railway town, March 2020.



CAMROSE NEWS

We are looking forward to another 
successful season. I want to thank the 
city of Camrose for approving the grant 
for operations and the Camrose County 
for approving a grant for Meeting Creek. 
The support of the community and the 
continued support of our volunteers has 
been fantastic.  Also a special thank you 
to Tourism Camrose for printing 
brochures and the wonderful job they 
do of promotion of the Camrose Station 
and Park site and Meeting Creek.  

We were pleased with the gift sales 
during the November 2019 Friday open-
ings of the station for the Christmas-
themed gift shop and the cookie walk 
held in December. Carol Roy and 
Sharon Ofrim were hostesses for the 
November tea the day the gift shop 
opened. Many people who stopped in 
on the Fridays were new in Camrose, 
from Edmonton and outlying areas and 
they plan to return this summer. Sup-
porting community members and volun-
teers helped bake and assisted the day 
of the Cookie Walk. Thank you to Ed 
Kusalik and Ron Girard for your help and 
to  Carol Roy, Shirley Loewen and Barb 
MacDonald who decorated the station 
and helped with the baking. Other bak-
ers were:  Therese Mazure, Gladys Dou-
glas, Diana Nickel, Ann Reitan, Carol 
Rawson, Elizabeth Bagdon, Laura Girard, 
Gladys Kupka, and Janet Enns. Diana 
Nickel donated farm honey, delicious 
pepper jellies, jams, and loaves. Cran-
berry and coconut tarts were served at 
the Cookie Walk Tea. This is a very pop-
ular event and the Friends of the Station 
have agreed to continue it for next year. 

Downton Abbey Day on July 11, 
Friends of Thomas Day August 1 and 
Prairie Family Fun Day on August 23 will 
be main events for 2020. The theme for 
2020 at Camrose is the Royals. We have 
applied for another city Arts Council 
Grant for music for Downton Abbey Day 
and honorariums for five Church Mice 
players to role play the main roles. Norm 
Prestage has agreed to be King George V 
and to date, six of our volunteers have 

Two Bee Days have been planned at 
Meeting Creek. The first is May 9 

weather permitting (alternate date May 
23) for further removal of dead fall in the 
Aspen Grove leading to the Grassland. 
Ron Girard will begin the drainage pro-
ject at Meeting Creek as soon as weather 
permits. Norm Prestage will be contacting 
the county regarding rocks for the sides 
of the newly formed drainage ditches 
that will prevent erosion and recurring 
problems.  

We have added a new garden compo-
nent to increase interest and promote 
the Wildflower Garden and Linear Parks 
at Meeting Creek. In Camrose we would 
like to add a wooden sidewalk that 
would take people from the parking lot 
to this area going by the elevators and 
other interpretive spots on the northeast 
side. Norm is researching grants for con-
servation as we see this as being part of 
a larger plan to have signage naming the 
native grasses and flowers in the Camrose 
Wildflower garden.  

A fundraising casino is being held May 
16 and 17 in Red Deer. If anyone is able 
to help, please call the station and let 
Norm know soon. We are still in need of 
five people to help. Thank you to our 
volunteers that have registered to go. 
These casinos finanically help us greatly 
as we continue to upkeep our sites.  

Rob Stagg has restored all the storm 
windows on the station with funds from 
the Senior Horizons Grant. The grant 
also paid in full for the new kitchen 
linoleum and the repair and painting of 
the trim on the east side of the station. 
Ron completed this work. A contractor 
will begin as soon as possible in April the 
painting of the south, west and north 
side trim on the station. Ron has restored 
over the winter, benches, the antique 
mail cart, a bread box that had been 
used for shipping bread from Bashaw on 
the Canadian Northern Railway and the 
Donalda signal arm. Carol Rawson has 
updated all the accession items insuring 
they are properly recorded and marked.  

Students are being interviewed for the 
summer season and grants have been 

agreed to character roles. Carol Roy is 
helping with sewing costumes and we 
are able to borrow from Church Mice 
Players. Dean Tiegs is presenting a talk 
on the Magna Carta. This will be booked 
for 11 am on the day of the event.  
Displays on the Royal visits to Canada 
are being prepared by Barb MacDonald. 
The immigration room will display the 
royal stories and be decorated appropri-
ately. A string orchestra will play music 
from the 1920 era. A high tea can be 
purchased by the public.  

School Programs:  55 grade 4/5 stu-
dents from Jack Stuart School are 
booked for June 10 at Meeting Creek. All 
the school program updates have been 
completed and the marketing is com-
plete. An orientation for program helpers 
will be held on June 9 at 10 am at Meet-
ing Creek where will be setting up for the 
program June 10. With the recent school 
closures we are assessing our schedules 
and working with the schools and will 
monitor the situation in the coming 
weeks. 

Thank you to all who have attended 
the Tea and Bee days on Tuesdays at the 
station this winter. Many tasks have been 
accomplished. Two bee days have been 
set to make cookies for sale on April 7 
and 8, plus the gingerbread dough for 
kindergarten classes. The first bookings 
for kindergarten are May 28 and 29. We 
will be digging plants the week of May 
25 ready for the plant sale on May 30.  

Outside clean-up and opening of our 
buildings is planned for April 21 at Cam-
rose. The station is booked for a poetry 
workshop on April 25 and a wedding re-
ception April 29. We hope to start prun-
ing and preparing the gardens by April 
14. If volunteers are unable to come on 
planned days we will welcome you 
whenever you are able to help with the 
mentioned tasks. The newly stripped 
and polished floors completed by Ron 
Girard really make a huge difference. 
The cleaning of the entire station has 
been completed. Thank you to all who 
helped complete this task which we 
commenced in September.   
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HANNA ROUNDHOUSE UPDATE

2019 was an exciting year for the Hanna Roundhouse Society! We were able to get 
some much-needed cleaning around the property done with some help from 2019 
Hanna Grad students and the dedication of our usual volunteers.  Most of the work was 
to support for our first wedding ceremony in the 1913 Canadian Northern Railway 
Roundhouse in May! 

Front stairs to our stage were built, temporary supports for stage curtains were built, 
antique church pews were refinished and the entire 9500 ft2 Great Hall was cleaned. 
Decorations and lights were huge by the decorators, and a personal space was set for 
this wonderful couple!  And the best thing, it all went on without a hitch!  Beautiful day, 
beautiful couple, beautiful venue! 

With a generous donation from the Canadian Northern Historical Society, a new wall 
was installed to enclose an older encloser!  It was painted and a mural of steam locomo-
tive 1118 was painted by local artist Donna Brink with funding received from our appli-
cation to Cactus Corridor Economic Development Corporation.  

 
To the left is the roof of the hallway built during the auction mart days.  

HRS volunteers removed the walls and the roof was removed shortly after 
this photo. That was the first step leading to our fire safety work which we 
are preparing for early 2020. This is work required for permit approval and 
the Hanna Roundhouse Society has been working with a fire engineer and 
an architect for the installation of quick release fire rated doors, fire rated 
inserts in the existing concrete firewall and a foyer to guide the public out 
the building should there be a fire within the 9,500 ft2 concrete building 
with wooden ceiling and 23’ tall Douglas fir timbers. Since the HRS is of-
fering a former industrial building for public gathering, this work has been 
presented as required by local fire authorities. 

 
We received a $10,000 grant from Prairie Crocus Foundation, $4,900 

from 100+Women Who Care organization and we have funds to match for access to Alberta Heritage funds for any portion of 
roof resurfacing.  Grant applications are submitted, and now it is a waiting game to hear if we are awarded any further funding.  
Once this Great Hall meets the fire requirements, it will be leased and rented out for events and will be a key source of revenue 
for the Hanna Roundhouse Society. 

Stay tuned! We have a wedding reception booked for August 2020 and another wedding ceremony booked for October 2020, 
without advertising. Who wouldn’t want to have their special wedding day shared with their closest family and friends in a 1913 
Canadian Northern Railway Roundhouse! Perhaps it will become a future wedding venue? 
 
Thank you again to the Canadian Northern Historical Society for your support in 2019!  

~ Sandra Beaudoin, President, Hanna Roundhouse Society 

applied for from Service Canada and Canada Works. 

The Library and Archives continues to be updated by Debbie Trout and thanks to 
Carol Rawson and Diana Nichel, the library has had a good cleaning.  

A story-telling workshop was held this spring at the station as a follow-up from the ‘In 
Their Footsteps’ Exhibition that we hosted this past September. The workshop was to 
pass on information on what can be done to connect communities to historic places. 
People attended from Camrose, Rosebush, Carbon, Alix, Ellis Bird Farms, Gibbons,  
Edmonton, Big Valley and Stettler. Evaluations were very positive. Thank you to Carol  
Rawson who donated the soup for the lunch and served and cleaned up with Ron, who 
helped with dishes. 

~ Glenys Smith, Chairperson & Director, Camrose 

 
 

“Easter is the only time when it’s 
perfectly safe to put all of your 

eggs in one basket.” 
- Evan Esar 

 
HAPPY EASTER 

from the Canadian Northern Society
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W.A. (Billy) Walker.  Billy was the CNR’s very first locomotive 
engineer, and was No. 1 on the seniority list. He came from the 
CPR.  He ran work trains and then the first revenue train on the 
Lake Manitoba Railway and Canal Co. from Gladstone to 
Dauphin on December 15, 1896. In 1905 he accepted a  
temporary position as Locomotive Foreman in Dauphin, how-
ever then went back running. He passed away in 1923-24.   
Evidently he has some descendants in Brandon. 
  
“Dad” Risteen was the company’s first conductor, he came 
from the CPR. Eventually around 1910 he bid into Winnipeg. 
  
Boomer Johnson was another locomotive engineer from the  
beginnings of the company. Came from the CPR as a fireman.  He 
went to Boston Bar in 1915 and later was sadly killed in a wreck. 
  
Nels Snider of Dauphin was an early passenger conductor at 
Dauphin who retired on CNR Nos. 1 and 2. 
  
In 1902, D.C. Dawsey was the division superintendent of the 
Dauphin division.  S.S. Foley was the chief dispatcher, Bob Nel-
son was night dispatcher, and Frank Peebles day dispatcher. 
These DS’s worked 12-hour shifts, seven days per week in the 
early days at Dauphin except as relieved. 
  
Phillip Price James, went by “Phil” or the nickname “Joe Beef” 
was locomotive engineer at Dauphin who had a 2-6-0 No. 101 
assigned to him on the wayfreight to Winnipegosis. He came of 
the Northern Pacific in 1901 when the CNR acquired the lines 
in Manitoba. 
  
George Messenger was a 1905 conductor at Dauphin. He was 
hurt in an accident and got the nickname “Peg”. He was set up 
as a locomotive engineer and came west to Big Valley. He  
finished his career in Calgary. 
  
Speaking of Big Valley - The Big Valley Directory from 1919 
shows two Boyce names: Boyce, J.C. - fireman and Boyce, Walter 
- Brakeman. Seems as if the “Boyce” name had some signifi-
cance for the Canadian Northern…Canadian Northern Society 
Vice president, Les Kosma came across another one: 
Engineer C.L. Boyce of the [CNoR] will leave early next week 
for the Peace River country with a party of 22 men to complete 
during the coming summer the survey of the company’s line to 
the Pine Pass. 
                “Local”, Edmonton Bulletin, 4 May 1912, page 6. 

CANADIAN NORTHERN RAILWAY GENEALOGY

The Canora Chronicle is the tri-annual newsletter of the Canadian Northern Society—a registered charity dedicated to  
providing community service through heritage tourism initiatives.   

Canadian Northern Society, P.O. Box 1174, Camrose, AB T4V 1X2 / Ph: 780-672-3099 / Email: canadiannorthern@telus.net  
Editors: Dean and Lorrie Tiegs / Email: secretary@canadiannorthern.ca; Regular Contributor: Shawn Smith

In 1910 at Dauphin, Tom Cheesman was local chair for the  
engineers, Dave McLean local chair for fireman. 
  
Locomotive foreman - J.W. Skinner, Vic McKay - day foreman, 
Hugh Graham - night foreman. 
  
Bill Irdale was a locomotive engineer in 1912, J.H. McAlpine 
locomotive foreman, Alf Copeland engineer, Fred Long, foreman. 
  
Stew Gibson was a light-up man in the Dauphin shops along 
with Dunc McIntyre and Joe Hill as shop workers. 
  
In the station Howard Arnot and Geo Palmer were operators, 
M.G. Hurd chief dispatcher, George Culver road foreman, and 
W.E. Roberts division superintendent. 
  
And of course we have member Grant Bailey’s grandfather - 
W.R. Bailey - sectionman, wiper, fireman, and then locomotive 
engineer at Rainy River. Harry Home’s dad John Cameron 
“Jack” - hired out at Portage la Prairie in 1913.  We know that 
Allan R. Johnston’s dad Frances Edward “Ed” started at Togo 
on the section in 1908, moving on to a wiper at Kamsack, coming 
to Big Valley 100 years ago in 1919. 
 

Here are some early members of the Canadian Northern’s “Royal Family” and others from the Court. 

Mark your calendars for August 23, 2020, as the Canadian 
Northern Railway Family Day will be held at the Meeting Creek 
Station from 10 am to 4 pm. Fun for all ages! Tour the 1913 
Railway Station and 1917 elevator with knowledgable guides. 
Ride the track motor car, and meet Fireman Garry. Take a 
horse-drawn wagon ride down the Canadian Northern aban-
doned rail line through the grasslands to Highway 56. Stop and 
walk the Labyrinth. Using a Discovery Pack hike or cycle the 
Linear Trail northwest of the station and discover the unique 
flora and fauna. Bring your group to birdwatch in the early 
morning. At the community hall, purchase a lunch of chilli con 
carne, homemade Sunny Boy bread, homemade pie. Join cos-
tumed helpers for a Special Fun with Folklore Event for the 
whole family which includes singing, dance and games. In the 
community hall, children will be introduced to the life in the 
Meeting Creek Valley in the 1940s. Children will work with an 
adult or on their own to build a pioneer village. Following the 
building of the village, participate in fun activities of times past 
which include dancing the Virginia Reel and singing together, 
sack races and trying stilts. Admission by donation.

2020 MEETING CREEK EVENT


